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Executive Summary 

This report outlines the role of the sport and active recreation service’s Sport 
Development team in supporting the voluntary sport sector in South Leeds. It aims to 
illustrate the range of sports provision and physical activity opportunities for people in 
the Inner South Leeds communities and identifies a number of clubs and 
organisations currently engaging with the Sport Development Team.   

 
Purpose Of This Report 
 

The purpose of this report is to outline the specific roles and functions of the Sport 
Development Team in the support and development of voluntary sector sports clubs 
in the Inner South area.  

 
1.0 Background Information 
 
1.1  The majority of voluntary sector sports provision in the inner south is delivered 

through 4 large and well established Community Sports clubs which are, 

• The Hunslet Club 

• Middleton Park 

• Beeston St Anthony’s 

• Hunslet Parkside 
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1.2  These clubs offer a range of well structured traditional multi sport provision for a wide 
range of ages and abilities from child to adult. These sports clubs offer recreational 
and competitive opportunities to take place in  football, rugby, cricket and gymnastics. 

 
2.0 Main Issues 
 
2.2  The density of housing and light industry in some areas and the availability of public 

open space and affordable indoor facilities greatly influences the location of sporting 
provision within these wards as it does elsewhere in the city. However, the population 
have a strong sense of community identity and tend to take part in sporting activities 
within their ward boundary.  The only exceptions to this are people needing to travel 
outside of their community in order to take advantage of a sport or facility which is not 
available with the immediate area. 

 
2.3  Within the sports that dominate the area there are a large number of adult clubs most 

of which also have junior teams. The predominant amount of  junior sports activities in 
the area is provided by a range of clubs in the community including providers listed 
above. Around 25% of the junior participants are girls who participate in Football, 
Rugby and Gymnastics with a smaller percentage playing cricket.  

 
2.4  The recurring issues faced by voluntary sector sports clubs in the area are similar to 

those faced by clubs across the city. These are, 

• Lack of funding 

• Lack of affordable/ available facilities to play and\or train 

• Lack of Volunteers 

• Lack of coach education development opportunities 

• Lack of knowledge of available resources and support 
 
2.5  The work of the officers in the Sport Development Team aims to address these issues 

and support clubs in providing high quality sustainable sporting opportunities from 
participation through to performance and excellence. 

 
2.6  This support for clubs is provided through the officer resource within the Sport 

Development team in the following ways, 

• Volunteer development by recruiting volunteers and linking them to clubs through an 
on line registration process. 

• Resource support in the form of funding workshops and promotion of funding sources 
as well as assistance in completing bids. 

• Club development by assisting with kite marking, improving organisational structures, 
accessing rate relief, applying for CACS  and development of Health and Safety and 
child welfare policies. 

• Coach education by linking to governing body initiatives, delivering training courses 

• Progression in the form of performance and player pathways. 

• Increased membership by linking to community holiday programme delivery. 

• Improved access to school facilities through school club links.   

2.7 In the Inner South area this development work has led to a number of specific groups 
benefiting. 

 

 

 



  Beeston Broncos  
• Facilitated a Landscape bid for 30k to upgrade the training and playing facilities at the 

South Leeds Leisure Centre playing fields. 
• Also supported the club through the Club Mark process. 
 

Hunslet Warriors  

• Assisted with the new agreement for the club from the old Hunslet Green Club to 
ensure sustainability of rugby league from junior to open age.  

• Supported the club through the Club Mark process 
  

Hunslet Ladies  

• Currently working with Hunslet Ladies who are  based at JCCS to find them a more 
suitable location and  coaching qualifications for members. 

 
Volunteer development 

• Leeds Table Tennis Club – 1 new volunteer coach 

• Middleton Park FC – Have been provided with two new volunteers one coach and one 
new bar person 

• South Leeds Indoor Bowls and Leeds City Athletics club - both clubs have received 
training on how to recruit and retain volunteers by attending one of our volunteer 
workshops  

 
Community Sport – Sikh men’s group, Asha and Hamara women’s groups  

• Provision of gender specific swim sessions at JCCS and Middleton.  

• Support was also provided in the form of a water safety course for participants and 
adult swimming lessons. 

 
3 Sports Unlimited funding – Changes to Sportivate 
 
3.1  All areas of the city have benefited from the Sports Unlimited funding. There are some 

changes happening to this funding but these will enhance the provision and allow 
more young people to benefit. The funding will be re-branded to ‘Sportivate’ with the 
minor changes being: 

• It will be administered through Leeds Sport Development rather than School Sport 
Partnerships  

• It is aimed at 14 – 25 year olds  

• The projects must consist of 6 to 8 sessions  

• Participants must not be absent for more than one session in order to achieve the 
retention targets.  

 
  A summary of the new Sportivate scheme can be found attached (Appendix 1) 

 
4 Current local providers 
 
4.1  The attached list of sports providers (appendix 2) illustrates the local clubs that we are 

aware of through the work of the team. The services that the team provides are 
promoted through the following methods; 

 

• Local Sports Alliance meetings, 

• Club Data base 

• Website 

• Involve Newsletter 

• Staff presence at Community Events 

• Sports Forum Meetings 



• Coaches Database 

• Letters 

• Press Articles 

• Community Workshops 
 
4.2  Despite using a number of methods to promote the support available, there are 

always some of sports clubs and groups that we may not be aware of or who are not 
aware of the support we offer. There are also clubs who do not feel that they require 
our support and do not wish to submit their information to our database. 

 
5 Implications For Council Policy and Governance 
   
5.1  None 

 
6 Legal and Resource Implications 
 
6.1 None 
 
7 Conclusions 
 
7.1 Sports clubs in Inner South are moving forward in a range of ways with the support of 

the Sports Development team. This work is invaluable in keeping both young and old 
active in sport which has a direct impact on the health and wellbeing of local people. 
The Sport Development team are keen to promote their services amongst the 
Voluntary Sport sector and  encourage ideas and recommendations from the clubs on 
more effective ways to do this. 

 
8 Recommendations 
 
8.1 Councillors are asked to note this report and support the work of the local groups and 

volunteers when appropriate.  
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